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Drunk Driving: Think Twice or Roll the Dice

It was a pitch black Sunday night when my brother was on his way back from
Oktoberfest. He was cruising down a long straight road at a significant speed. Music was
blasting as normal, but he was unaware of how fast he was going. Sooner than expected, a
roundabout appeared. He was going about sixty miles per hour when he was approaching the
curve. His choices were to continue around and likely flip his car, or keep going straight through
the middle of it. His instinctive decision was to go right through the center. What is unique about
this roundabout is that there is a grassy hill right in the middle. He flew over the curb, drilled the
center of the hill, and his car rolled through the roundabout and tumbled down into a ditch. He
slowly opened his eyes and quickly realized that his vehicle had caught on fire. He crawled out
as fast as he could. Somehow, he escaped his car with no major injuries. He had a 4 inch gash
in his forehead, but other than that there was only light bruises. His life had flashed before his
eyes in a split second.

What caused this? Why was he going sixty miles per hour as he approached the
roundabout? My brother was driving while intoxicated. He got a second chance in his life and
not many people in those situations get a second chance. Being under the influence impairs
your vision and awareness of your surroundings. He didn’t even realize he was going that fast
until he was right upon the roundabout.

Both drunk and distracted driving is an issue that puts not only yourself in great danger,

but other people too. Texting and driving is just as dangerous as drunk driving. It is a huge



problem with teens and younger adults and they don't realize how serious it is until they actually
get in an accident. And some of those people learn the hard way. That is what makes it such a
huge problem. People distract themselves and drive irresponsibly and don’t seem to stop until
they learn the hard way. My brother learned the hard way, but he is extremely fortunate that he
is still here today. Operating a vehicle requires your full attention on the road in order to keep not

only yourself, but others safe.



